Discerning

17th and 18th March 2008

Monday 17th March 2008

Chapter delegates gathered again to begin the work of
Week Three, showing no ill effects from the
deliberations of the previous evening to mark St.
Patrick!s Day. Thanks is due to Dan, Declan and Pablo
for organising a highly entertaining variety show,
involving acts from all over the world. Some may not
be able to return home if photographic evidence of their
performance gets out!

Today we gathered outside the Conference Hall and
processed in an African Entrance Ritual, to capture the
joy of Jesus! entry into Jerusalem.

The question posed to us today was:

OHow do we plant the seeds and cultivate the insights
of this Chapter in the hearts of our brothers and in the
wider Network?0O

ReRections and responses were to be based on the
OEssential Elements of a Guiding VisionO document
from March 14th, and on ideas from the other sessions.
Before doing some personal reRection and breaking
into Province groups, we were encouraged to look at
various excerpts from OTheory UO (Otto C. Scharmer -
2007).

Province groups met brst to share ideas on practical
activities before splitting up to hear ideas from the other
provinces. In the afternoon we returned to our own
province groupings to continue the discussion.
Responses were then given to the plenary gathering.

Some provinces and regions were able to identify a
number of initiatives in the areas of province renewal,
formation and training, the wider Edmund Rice
Network, preparation for assemblies and chapters,
vision and mission statements and other processes.
Some provinces admitted to struggling with the task
and with reporting back. We will return to the task on
Saturday next.

Tuesday 18th March 2008

Tuesday of Holy Week! We enter one of the most
sacred duties of this Chapter, to elect our new
Congregation Leader!

A new conbguration of the seating speaks of something
different as we ponder on, "Who is best able to lead the
Congregation into the vision of the future?"

The brother invitees to the Chapter will be moving in
and out of the Chapter Room as they hold the elected
delegates in prayer in their discernment.

We have a sense of "The Upper Room" when the early
disciples gathered, awaiting the revelation of God!
'Speak, God, your servant is listening!'

~We sitin
groups, we listen to each other, we pray in quiet. Our
brothers create mandalas and symbols of life to
accompany us... they pray and sing and their songs
and prayers waft into the Chapter Room.

The day progresses and we go deeper, knowing that by
the end of this day we will have our leader! Days follow
days!

And by Thursday we will have our new Team!

"Spirit of the living God fall upon our hearts"

"Spirit of the living God lead us where you will"

May the Spirit guide us in these discerning days of
election.

Please pray for the Congregation and the Wider
Network in these short days.

[The logo is formed from white rice, with red and green
lentils.]



